Approved For Release 2005/05/20 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000600180003-0

From the Office of FOR IMMEDIATE KELE It

SENATOR HENRY M. JACKSON (D., WASH.)
Thursday, July 1ll, 1966

STATEMENT ON CIA RESOLUTION

£y
Senator Henry M. Jackson

(On the Floor of the Senate)

T wish to support Senator Kusgsell's motion to have this resolu iom frem
the Committee on Foreign Relations -- proposing the creation of a Com 1ttee on
Intelligence Operations -- referrec to the Committee on Armed Service . I believe
this is the best way to handle this matter under present circumstence .

As must be evident to everyone, the free world needs intel.ige ce
activities to assure the survival and succese of liberty. Intell ger ¢ is as
important as armed strength.

Obviously, also, intelligence operations are instruments o ne - .onal
policy. They should be subject to continuing and effective higher r: 7 ew and
coordination within the Executive branch. And under our Comstitutior ., the
intelligence agencies -- given government power to exercise and gran =i public
funds to expend -- should be subject ©O continuing and effective mor {uring by
the Congress.

Intelligence activities unaerstandanly present speclal proble s for
survelllance by the Congress. Intelilgence organization strives to « tight
and centralized, and to the greatest possible extent anonymous - - ab.. this 1is

the way it should be. Moreover, public statements involving sensiti ¢
intelligence ought to be made only on the responsibility and und-r T o control
of the President, for public revelat on of sensitive intelligenc: bc .
jeopardizes the normal conduct of national security policy and ¢ mp) »iises the

sources of vital intelligence.
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It goes without saying that intelligence information must be ¢l ==ly aeld
in the Congress, Jjust as it is in the cxecutive Branch. The bagic pri «iple
of intelligence is "need to know" -- ard this principle applies th-oug cut the
government.

The issue that concerns the senate today is not the denial to r zwers of
Congress of substantive intelligence intormation to which they are en: ..led in
the performance of thelr legislative responsibility. Of course meabe: 5 Of
Congress have a right to receive -- and as & matter of fact are ncw a'is to -~
the substantive intelligence information that concerns problems ir wh <o they
are interested within the jurisdiction of their committees.

Rather what we are talking apbout today relates to the most sern :tive area
of intelligence =-- the sources and metnods by which intelligence .nfc niation is
acquired. It is of first importance that in this most delicate area »
intelligence operations, the number ot Congressmen involved should b- .imited
to what is necessary to meet the essential requirements of Congressi: 1il
surveillance., The more people invoived the greater the difficulty o orotecting
highly sensitive information and t.a: larger the risk of those inedve tont
disclosures and leaks trhat compromise our intelligence efforts aid & ¢ dangerous
to national security.

In my judgment we are following a sound course by limiting tb
jurisdiction in this regard to tic two key committees most concernec - the
Committee on Armed Services and tone Lommittee on Appropriations. Or:- we start
adding committees for the purpose ol surveillance the list must =xXpr v veyond

Foreign Relations to other committees, Just to mention two others - :he
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i
Joint Atomic Energy Committee, which 1in order to make wise decisions 1 = the
nuclear weapons field needs to know wnat the adversary is doing and th refore
must depend heavily on intelligence initormation and is necessarily corn «erned
with its reliability; and the Aeronautical and Space Sciences Committe :. which
is also dependent to a great degree ou trustworthy intelligence data.

It is clear, therefore, that .1 we follow the logic of this rers siution

to the

o0

from the Ccmmittee on Foreign Relations, we would end up doing vicler:

of the

)

fundanental principle that knowledge ol the most highly sensitive are
intelligence operation must be conflaned to a very small number accora Iy to a
strict interpretation of 'need to know. "

No process of auditing and review is perfect and there may be seful
changes that can be made. But sometimes it is wiser to leave a basic arrangement
alone, meks the most of it, and adapt 1t slowly and deliberately in T light
of experience. I believe that is the way we are really likely tc mow : forward

in this area.
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